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Parkhurst and named by her in honor of a town in Mas-
sachusetts, and the "Winnetka plan/7 so called by Wash-
burne after the small Illinois city where it was inaugurated.
In general, the former method involves a species of
" contract system/7 in which each pupil agrees to complete
a total amount of work within a given period, such as
a week or a month, and is left to his own devices as to
ways and means of accomplishing it. Thus each pupil
progresses as fast as he is able without regard to others.
Under the Winnetka plan, however, instruction in the
social sciences, as well as other fields in the higher grades,
is carried on by a group, though the "fundamentals" are
acquired individually. The goals to be attained in the
latter studies are defined for the pupils, and are analyzed
and subdivided so that the necessary progress is made
obvious in the form of concrete habits and skills. When-
ever a pupil finds that he has perfected himself in any
line, as for example the ability to add a column of five
three-place figures, he enters a score upon a "goal card"
and, after having his achievement checked by the teacher,
may go on to the next goal at his own pace.
Ability grouping and individual adjustment. — Such
have been some of the attempts to modify the traditional
classification so as to meet the needs of individual pupils
in our public schools. Recently efforts have been made
to place the individual instruction within classes upon
a more nearly scientific basis. Educational psychology
and educational tests and measurements (pp. 542 ff.)
have opened up a mine of information concerning the
differences among individuals and afforded a better
method of meeting individual needs. These plans may,
in general, be grouped under two heads. They involve
differentiation of the course according to the ability of

